Fact Sheet: Accidental Shootings


Guns in the home increase risk: Rather than being used for self-defense, guns in the home
are 22 times more likely to be involved in accidental shootings, homicides, or suicide
attempts. For every one time a gun in the home was used in a self-defense or legally
justifiable shooting, there were 4 unintentional shootings, 7 criminal assaults or homicides,
and 11 attempted or completed suicides.i



Deaths: From 2005-2010, almost 3,800 people in the U.S. died from unintentional
shootings.ii More than a third of the victims were under 25 years of age.



Injuries: In 2010, unintentional firearm shootings caused the deaths of 606 people.iii



More Guns = More Accidental Shootings: People of all age groups are significantly more
likely to die from unintentional firearm injuries when they live in states with more guns,
relative to states with fewer guns.
o On average, states with the highest gun ownership levels had 9 times the rate of
unintentional firearms deaths compared to states with the lowest gun ownership
levels.iv
o A federal government study of unintentional shootings found that 8% of such
shooting deaths resulted from shots fired by children under the age of six. v



Youth and Accidental Shootings: Over 1,300 victims of unintentional shootings for the
period 2005–2010 were under 25 years of age.vi
o For kids ages 5 to 14, the mortality rate is 14 times higher in high gun ownership

states than low gun ownership states. For infants and toddlers, ages 0 to 4, the
mortality rate is 17 times higher in high gun ownership states than low gun
ownership states.iv
o The majority of people killed in firearm accidents are under age 24, and most of these
young people are being shot by someone else, usually someone their own age. The shooter
is typically a friend or family member, often an older brother.



Safe Storage of Firearms: Thirty-three percent of U.S. households contain a gunvii, and half
of gun-owning households don't lock up their guns, including 40 percent of households with
kids under age 18.viii
o Both firearm prevalence and questionable storage practices (i.e. storing firearms
loaded and unlocked) are associated with higher rates of unintentional firearm
deaths.ix



Preventing Accidental Shootings: The U.S. General Accounting Office has estimated that
31% of unintentional deaths caused by firearms might be prevented by the addition of two
devices: a child-proof safety lock (8%) and a loading indicator (23%).x
o The best way to avoid unintentional shootings, particularly those involving children,
is to not keep a gun in the home.
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